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NAVAJO REHABILITATION IN 1949? 


As we go to press, Navajo news is promising. Deficiency school needs have been 
met by recent congressional appropriations, and the Navajo-Hcpi Rehabilitation Bill 
(S. 1407, H. 3476) has cleared its first hurdles. Apnroved by Senate and House Com- 
mittees, the 10-year Navajo-Hopi Bill is now on the Calendar in both houses awaiting 
final action. 

But time is running out. If the bill is passed, still an appropriation bill 
for the first year's expenditures must clear both houses, or the rehabilitation plan 
will remain mere paper for another year. In their predicament, the Navajos urgently 
need the employment and psychic lift that a going plan will give them before harsh 
winter sets in again in their high desert. 

Senate and House leaders have a cordial understanding of this legislation. 
Perhaps they should be told now that speed is essential if promises to the Navajos 
are to begin being kept this year. 


REHABILITATION BY SELF-HELP 


Other Indian groups are also in desperate need of economic rehabilitation. A 
series of bills to help the people of several reservations to help themselves are 
now before the Congress. There are bills for the Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux of South 
Dakota (H. 3765, S. 1383); the Standing Rock Sioux of North and South Dakota 
(H. 3974, S. 1541); the Blackfeet of Montana (H. 4236, S. 1682); the Chippewa Cree 
of Montana (H. 4318, H. 4613, S. 1690); and Gros Ventre and Assiniboin of Montana 
(H. 4614, H. 4319, S. 1691). The principal feature of these bills is the establish- 
ment of loan funds for land purchase and consolidation, purchase of livestock and 
improvement of herds, and other economic developments needed by these groups. An- 
other rehabilitation bill expected this session will deal with the Papago of the 
Southwest, in many ways worse off even than the Navajes. 

These bills are constructive in purpose and should be approved at once. In 
supporting them, the Association on American Indian Affairs has asked that provi- 
sions be amended in all these measures to give the. recognized tribal organizations 
the kind of joint authority in handling the funds to be appropriated which is pro- 
vided for in the Blackfeet Billi (H. 4236). 


SPECTRES OF THE SOth CONGRESS STALK THE CAPITOL 
Viciously bad bills defeated in the last Congress have suddenly come alive, 


bills which were denounced in the strongest terms by all citizens' organizations de- 
voted to Indian welfare: 
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1. In the worst tradition of anti-Indian legislation, S. 17, "To authorize the 
Secretary of the Interior to issue patents for certain lands to certain settlers in 
the Pyramid Lake Indian Reservation, Nevada," is virtually a steal of Indian lands. 
Non-Indian trespassers have been squatting on Paiute lands for years. The tribe, 
now an organized community, wants its land, and wants to use it. After years of 
bitter litigation which went all the way to the United States Supreme Court, these 
trespassers were recently ordered evicted by order of the federal courts, confirmed 
by the Supreme Court, 

S. 17 nov asks Congress to overrule the Supreme Court in the interest of some 
private citizens (non-Indian) against the interest of other private citizens (Indian). 
The bill is racial discrimination at its worst, and in a form which is unheard of 
and unthinkable, except where it concerns the land rights of our perennially-stepped 
on first Americans. S. 17 is probably unconstitutional. But why wait for more liti- 
gation? Every ember of Congress should be told that this bill should be torn up 
and forgotten, and that we have no intention of offering such examples of injustice 
to the world as a measure of American integrity! 


2. Indians are to be "emancipated" out of basic rights by H. 2724, S. 186. 

This bill, called an “emancipation" bill in the Senate, sets up involved procedures 
by which Indians can obtain "decrees of competency." The only meaning of this is 
that the Indian declared competent must be given titles in fee to his land and auto- 
matically loses all right to medical, educational, and technical services now pro- 
vided by the federal government. Under present arrangements, an Indian can secure 
titles in fee without giving up other rights. Moreover, present arrangements pro- 
tect the interests of other co-owners of undivided Indian lands, as well as tribal 
land interests, which H. 2724 and S. 186 disregard. Most vicious provision of the 
bill is that all Indians born after enactment must be considered competent when they 


come of age. In other words, the unborn, whether or not they will be actually com- 
petent or even speak English, must, twenty-one years from now, take their individual 
lands out of trust status and must give up rights to services now existent, 

Indiscriminate issuance of individual titles in fee to Indians in the long per- 
iod of the General Allotment Act of 1887 destroyed the Indian estate and made liter- 
ally thousands of Indians public charges. Let us not repeat this costly blunder, 
This bill should be strongly disapproved. 


3. He. 1537, S. 188 extends state criminal jurisdiction to all Indian reserva- 
tions without regard to the wishes of the Indians or the extent to which they are now 
handling their own law and order problems effectively. The bill would disrupt tribal 
administration of law and order where it is now functioning, and marks a major step 
backward from established policy of giving Indians responsibility for control of 
their local problems, It can be made a constructive measure by amending it so that 
its provisions apply only to those reservations where the Indians favor or request 
state law and order administration, or where, after due consideration by competent 
authorities, it can be shown that the Indian people themselves are not able to admin- 
ister law and order effectively. 


While these bills were making progress, the Commissioner and one of the Assist- 
ant Commissioners of Indian Affairs, with the Assistant Secretary of the Interior in 
charge of Indian Affairs, were attending a congress in Peru, However worthy the 
theoretical discussions at the Congress, this seems a strange time for all of these 
officials to have abandoned the scene of struggle in Washington, 


SOCIAL SECURITY 


Social Security rights of Southwestern Indians are partly won. In June, New 
Mexico and Arizona, for the first time since the Social Security Law was enacted in 
1934, began paying a small part of Indian public assistance benefits in the cate- 
gories of the needy aged, blind, and dependent children. 
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The bulk of the money is still federal, largely the special sums given the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs in recent deficiency appropriations, There is no telling 
how July payments will be made, or whether there will be any. 

Meantime, the issue of rights is still before Congress. The Interior Depart- 
ment Appropriation Act for 1949-50, approved by the House and now before the Senate, 
eliminates the Budget Bureau prohibition against using Navajo-Hopi Service funds for 
social security payments. More than $1,400,000 of these funds will probably be di- 
verted into public assistance payments which should be made by the states unless 
this prohibition is reinstated in the bill. All services on the Navajo reservation 
will suffer severely if any such diversion takes place. 


ALASKAN NATIVE FISHING RIGHTS MUST BE PROTECTED 


In an important decision, the United States Supreme Court held on May 31 that 
the fishing grounds of the Native Village of Karluk on Kodiak Island Alaska was 
rightfully made part of the Karluk Reservation by the Department of the Interior, 
At the same time, the Court rejected present methods of enforcing those rights. In 
essence, it held that trespassers on Karluk fishing grounds could not be arrested 
and punished but that they could be enjoined against trespass and sued for damages. 
It is now up to the Department of Justice and the Department of the Interior to take 
the actions advised by the United States Supreme Court to protect and enforce the 
rights of Karluk natives which the Court affirmed, 


This is the case of the Aleutian fishing village in which the Association on 
American Indian Affairs entered a brief amici curiae before the United States 
Supreme Court. Our thanks are due to the contributors to our American Indian Fund 
and to our members who helped us in this action. We can assure them all that we in- 
tend to carry on to see that the protection still due these natives is given them. 


hea Le 


Oliver La Farge 


OLIVER LA FARGE, Chairman, THE AMERICAN INDIAN FUND, 
Association on American Indian Affairs, 48 East 86 Street, New York 28, N. Y. 


Count me as a supporter of this effort to ensure that our country acts fairly 
in its future dealings with the American Indians. 


I enclose my contribution of $. . ... . . eto the American Indian Fund. 
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(Contributions are deductible for U. S. Income Tax purposes) 





